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Austin Bank Awards Bullard Student Savings Bond

Austin Bank has kicked off
“Teach Children to Save” — an
educational program dedicated
to teaching East Texas elemen-
tary school students the impor-
tance of financial literacy.

As part of that educational
program, Austin Bank has
awarded Brittany Wheeler from
Bullard Primary School a $50
Savings Bond. Miss Wheeler is
a Kindergarten student who
won the bank’s Teach Children
to Save coloring contest at her
school.

“Teach Children to Save”
focuses on saving, money man-
agement and math skills by
providing area schools educa-
tional materials on these topics.
Austin
Kindergarten teachers a class-

Bank gave area

entitled,

workbook
“Saving Money is Cool,” and
the book, A Dollar for Penny,
as part of the program.
Working with 74 elemen-
tary schools, Austin Bank spon-

room

sored a coloring contest for
Kindergarten students. A
Kindergarten student from
each participating school or
school district was selected to
receive a $50 Savings Bond. All
the children were given educa-
tional handouts and a bank. In
Bullard  approximately 140
Kindergarten students from
seven classes participated in the
program.

Schools in all communities
served by Austin Bank’s 28
locations were invited to partic-
ipate in “Teach Children to

Study: Illegal
Immigrants’ care costs
state $677 Million

Jim Gilchrist.
Minuteman Project

The state of Texas and
local hospital districts spent
an estimated $677 million to
provide health care to illegal
immigrants in a year, a new
study says.

The survey, issued by the
Texas Health and Human
Services Commission, said
that most of the money —
$597 million — was spent by
local hospital districts for the
immigrants' care during the
state's fiscal year that ended
on Aug. 31, 2006.

Lawmakers from both
parties said they were not sur-
prised by the millions spent
and expressed hope that the
report, required by the 2007
Legislature, will help prompt
Congress to pass comprehen-
sive immigration reform legis-
lation.

State Rep. Garnet
Coleman, D-Houston, said
the study only tells half of the
story.

He noted that the immi-
grants contribute to govern-
ment coffers by paying sales
and property taxes.

The report said that in
the fiscal year ending Aug. 31,
2007, the state spent $80 mil-
under  the
Emergency Medicaid pro-

lion Texas
gram, which pays hospitals to
provide life-saving care,
including labor and delivery
services, to patients living
here illegally. The state also
paid $1.2 million to provide
services to undocumented

immigrants in family violence

shelters.

Federal law requires hos-
pitals and ambulance services
to provide care to anyone
needing emergency treatment
regardless of their citizenship,
legal status or ability to pay.

The  Harris
Hospital District provided
$203.5 million in uncompen-

County

sated care to illegal immi-
grants in 20006, the report
said.

But county hospital dis-
trict officials disputed the
report's numbers, noting that
they were calculated on the
basis of charges instead of
costs. They said charges are
inflated, typically double the
actual costs of services to tax-
payets.

"The cost of health care
to undocumented immigrants
is something we worry about,
something we monitor, but
we don't want to overstate it,"
said David Lopez, president
and CEO of the Harris
County Hospital District. "It's
not an overwhelming percent-
age of our budget."

Lopez said the actual cost
is 10 to 14 percent of the hos-
pital district's budget, or
about $100 million to $120
million.

About 80 percent of the
district's illegal immigrant
patients
children, and most were preg-
nant women. Lopez said the

were women and

hospital district was not con-
sulted for the report.
borders or at least pay for 'em

your

if you're going to allow them

to come over here.' "

Save.”  Teaching tools and
materials distributed
throughout East Texas to 296
classrooms which included
7,330 Kindergarten students
from both public and private
schools.

“We would like this pro-

gram to help children gain

were

money-management skills and
be better prepared to make
financial decisions in the future.
All children should be encout-
aged to save, share and spend
wisely as the basics of this pro-
gram demonstrate,” said Jeff
Austin III, Vice Chairman of
the Board.

“We want to thank the
schools and their teachers for
allowing students to participate
in the “Teach Children to Save’
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Santa visits Mission House

The Mission House led a community wide effort to collect gifts for more than 300 children in

Bullard and the usrrounding area. “It’s a blessing,” said Jess Stewart, who was among the hundreds

helped by the servioe.

program. Austin Bank is proud
to take an active role in the
development of financial edu-
cation of the youth of East
said Austin  “This pro-
gram aims to incorporate a little

Texas,”

fun into the classroom while

promoting these

principles.”
Austin Bank, a community

important

bank with headquarters in
Jacksonville, Texas, has in
excess of $1 billion in assets
with 28 offices in nine counties
throughout East Texas. More
information about Austin Bank
can be found on the bank’
website at
www.austinbank.com.

NOW OPEN
Hill Counti Glft‘s

st o Rabowy Car Wash, across from Brocdatanes|

Hours:

Thursday: 8:00 am - &:00 pm
Friday: 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Saturday: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday: 12:30 pm - 508 pm
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Make sure you have the right

Medicare Coverage _,

We can help you decide
which plan is best for you. |

At Today’s Options® PPO we are committed to working with you to help
you find the best Medicare coverage to fit your needs.

Our Medicare Advantage plans support a healthy collaboration where
we work closely with your doctors and pharmacists to ensure you are
getting the right care. Our plans provide excellent coverage for hospital and doctor

expenses. We can even tailor a plan that includes prescription drug coverage, powered
by Community CCRx:" Your health is important to us and so is finding ways to save you
money, so please contact us today.

For a complimentary plan consultation
contact us at 1-866-429-9175
(T'TY users call 1-800-777-9083),
8 AM to 8 PM, 7 days a week.
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Today’s Options PPO is a Medicare-approved Medicare
Advantage plan offered through American Progressive

Life & Health Insurance Company of New York and Pyramid
Life Insurance Company, members of the Universal American
family of companies. Today’s Options PPO contracts with
the Federal government.
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