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PANTHERS B-BALL
Lady Panthers beat Jacksonville ;
See this weekend’s tournament schedule
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The Guard

Dominates 
All-District Team

Taylor leads Pats
Named player of  the week 

in the American Southwest
Conference East Division
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Recently Robert Hayes, who is a beekeep-
er for pleasure in Bullard, had to buy a
stronger bee suit in case he ever faced
Africanized bees, informally known as killer
bees. 

Hayes said that although it is not often
talked about in East Texas, Africanized bees
are here. The biggest difference between the
westernized honey bee and the Africanized
bee is domestication. 

“The Africanized bee is a lot more
aggressive,” he said. “But they are better pol-
linators.”

Hayes said that children should stay away
from all bees because it is difficult to tell the
difference between Africanized bees and
common honey bees, except for their aggres-
sion. 

Like the introduction of  Africanized bees
to the Western Hemisphere, Hayes said many
aspects to raising a beehive in East Texas are
changing. 

It is more dangerous for bees now, they

Local Bee keeper
adapts to changes

See BEES, Page 3
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FORT WORTH - Tammy
Rooney has been a committed
fixture in the Bullard
Independent girls athletic pro-
gram for the longest of  any
coach currently on the BISD
payroll.

It is also no secret to the
town folk, as well as sports and
tri-athlete enthusiasts state-
side, that Rooney also has a
true love for competition and
been a successful tri-athlete for
over 20 years.

Rooney has participated all
over the USA with a tenure of
marathons, triathlons, Fun
Runs, 5K's, 3K's, and you name
it, Rooney at some point has
run it.

In all those years of  sweat,
tears, and always among the
top in finishers, Rooney most
recently won her division in a
meet that goes way beyond just
another duathlon (bike and
run).

There was a deep personal
connection that made the win a
bit sweeter than her common
top-place finishes.

Rooney recently won her
age group in the Bronda’s
Run/Bike Duathlon, held by
Ironhead Racing. Each com-
petitor ran two miles, biked 15
miles, and then ran two more
miles.

Rooney is now scheduled
in January to be awarded the
Bronda Starling Most
Competitive award. The award
was won by Starling yearly, and
was re-named in her honor
after her death. 

The two friends were
members of  the five-state

Courtesy Photo
Tammy Rooney and her friend, Bronda Starling posing before a race.

Local coach takes special win
at recent run-bike duathlon

See DUATHLON, Page 2

Santa spotted in Bullard

Photos by Jim Epperson

Above, Brayden and Jaycee
Baird give their wish lists to
Santa Clause before a Christmas
parade in Bullard. Santa was the
guest of  honor, riding on a
Bullard Fire Truck. 

To the left, McKenna, Katie
and Jimmy Lloyd wait for Santa
during the parade. The parade
had floats from Austin Bank,
Campbell Custom Homes, First
United Methodist Church of
Bullard, Rep. Leo Berman,
Mader from Disney’s Cars and
the Brook Hill drum line and the
Bullard Marching Band. 


