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Cancer is a thief.
And one of the precious things 
it steals is time.

That’s why the ETMC Cancer 
Institute hosts weekly tumor 
conferences—so patients can 
have their cases seen by 
specialists in all areas of cancer 
treatment, all at one time.

The conferences act as second, 
third and fourth opinions for 
patients, which speeds up the 
process of treatment—and saves 
valuable time.

Physicians who work with the 
ETMC Cancer Institute explain:
“All of these physicians come 
together to discuss each patient’s 
care and which treatment options 
are most appropriate for that 
individual.” — Dr. Bob Fender, 
general surgeon

“Everybody has learned a great 
deal about their own specialty, 
and that’s what we all bring to 
each other when we meet for a 
conference—and the patients end 
up being the winners because we 
come back with better ideas for 
their treatment.” — Dr. Gary Gross, 
oncologist

“What’s wonderful about ETMC is 
that you’ve got very, very bright 
people working together to make 
sure that patients are getting the 
best care, right here in Tyler.”
— Dr. Evelyn Berne, general surgeon

Don’t let cancer steal your 
precious time. Stand with the 
ETMC Cancer Institute and fight.

For information about the 
ETMC Cancer Institute or to 
make an appointment, please 
call 903-535-6323 or toll free
1-800-541-0592.

One with East Texas.

stand
fight.

ETMC 
Cancer Conferences 

help patients

A not-for-profit organization committed to improving the quality of life in East Texas communities. | www.etmc.org

than 37,000 evacuees but he
said that number "fluctuates
from day to day." The number
doesn't account for evacuees in
shelters beyond the reach of
the state's coordinated effort.

"A very major operational
priority is taking care of  them,
including moving water, food
(and) ice as quickly as we can
into those areas," McCraw said.

Sneed said she was thank-
ful the Flint-Gresham fire chief
opened up his doors to the
evacuees. She and her family
would have to stay in one of
the other 18 shelters in the
Tyler area, which she said are
overcrowded.

Sneed’s daughter, Johanna,
said someone took all the evac-
uees clothes at the shelter to be
washed. She has no way to get
money or her checks, because
she does not have a permanent
address. Without money for
three weeks, she is not sure what
she is going to do. 

Johanna is getting medicine
for anemia from the Red Cross. 

Pat Shannon, spokesperson
for Smith County Red Cross, said
the Red Cross is providing shel-
ter and food for the evacuees.
Some of  the shelters have nurses
and medical kits, and the organi-
zation is providing medicines for
things like iron pills. 

“Money is a big thing,”
Shannon said. “We got some
great partners with food banks,
Meals on Wheels and the

Salvation Army, but we need
money.”

Hurricane Gustav cost the
nation $40 to 70 million nation-
wide. Shannon said he expects
Ike to cost the nation more, espe-
cially since evacuees might be
here longer. 

“It’s a pretty big chunk of
change,” he said. 

Shirley Roth of  Sargent,
Texas evacuated to family in
Tyler. Roth said her family is
fortunate to evacuated from
south of  the  Houston area in
time because the canal in the ir
neighborhood took a direct hit.
Although she knows their
house did not flood because it
is on support poles., Roth said
wind damage is in question. 

“It’s nice to have family to
help us out,” she said. “But it is
unnerving not knowing what
you are going to go back to.”

Gov. Rick Perry on Monday
was still warning residents not to
return to the devastation in the
hard-hit areas of  southeast
Texas. He said first responders
and emergency workers are too
busy to deal with returning evac-
uees.

"Do not come back into
the impacted area until the offi-
cials ... have given that all-
clear," Perry said at a news con-
ference in Orange. "Stay where
you are."

Atari Polk, 27, of
Beaumont, said it is hard to be
away from her family. She is
staying at the Flint-Gresham
fire department.

“It’s kind of  hard being
around strangers,” she said.
“I’m still getting used to it.”

Her family is at another
shelter in Lufkin. 

“I just want to go home.”

Roof  collapses in Troup

Photo by Charlotte Smith with the Tri County Leader
A Troup hardware store lost the roof  to its lumber yard due to Hurricane Ike winds on Saturday. 
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Photo by Jim Epperson
Bullard’s Brookshire's ran out of  gas just before Hurricane Ike
reached East Texas. 


