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Ike

By ANITA SNOW
Associated Press Writer

HAVANA (AP) _ Cuba's
communist government asked
them to leave home, and they
did: 1.2 million people moved
into more secure shelters as
Hurricane Ike howled up the
spine of the Caribbean's largest
island.

Ike killed more than 300
people in Haiti, but was blamed
for just four deaths in Cuba,
which sets an international
standard for orderly evacua-
tions. It is a scenario repeated
year after year, hurricane after
hurricane, recognized by the
United Nations as a model of
sophisticated civil defense plan-
ning,

Crowds began taking shel-
ter in eastern Cuba as Ike
approached. By Monday after-
noon, the exodus began in
earnest in the capital, where
residents emptied out of once-
lovely apartment buildings,
now decaying and vulnerable to
the weather.

"I feel safe here, above all
for my granddaughters who are
the most important thing in my
life," Marta Molas said in a
shelter after she and seven
other relatives evacuated from a
marginal neighborhood. "They
take good care of us, we have
television and food. Right now
we are watching TV to see
where Ike is, and when the elec-
tricity goes out we have a
radio."

Cubans aren't arrested if
they don't comply, but are well
accustomed to following evacu-
ation orders from the commu-
nist government, especially if
they fear harm by a natural dis-
aster. Pregnant women and
mothers with small children are
among the few who could be
forced to comply, but that is
rarely necessary.

And Cuban Civil Defense
makes it easy, bringing buses or
trucks to transport people and
a few belongings to nearby
shelters where they can get a
clean bed and showers, free
food and medical care. In most
cases however, people in safer
structures or on higher land
welcome family and friends,
not seeming to mind sharing
close quarters with many others
while the storm passes.

Despite the precautions,
state  television  reported
Monday that Ike caused four
deaths in Cuba: two men killed
removing an antenna, a man
crushed when a tree fell on his
home and knocked down a
wall, and a woman who per-
ished when the roof of her
house collapsed. The newly
reported Cuban fatalities were
first of the 2008 hurricane sea-
sof.

US. residents from Florida
to Texas were bracing for Ike's
wallop  after Cuba.
Politicians worried that after
some 2 million people fled

next

southern Louisiana ahead of
Hurricane Gustay, too few will
turn around and flee from Ike.

But as Ike roared toward
Cuba's densely populated capi-
tal on Monday, Cubans could
testify that leaving home was a
very smart thing to do.

"This critter was angry,
really angry," Delia Oliveras, 64,
said in the central city of
Camaguey. Winds tore the roof
from the living room where her
family was huddled, and they
fled to a covered patio. "We
have seen hurtricanes, but never
as big as this."

Falling  utility  poles
crushed cars parked along nar-
row streets in Camaguey, a
UNESCO wortld heritage site.
The roaring wind converted
buildings of stone and brick
into piles of rubble. Colonial
columns toppled, and ornate,

centuries-old sculptures
crashed to the ground.

"I have never seen any-
thing like it in my life. So much
force is terrifying," said Olga
Alvarez, 70, huddling in her
Camaguey living room with her
husband and teenage grandson.
"We barely slept last night. It
was just 'boom, boom, boom."

In the capital, the govern-
ment closed schools and offices
and reinforced windows with
wood. Long lines formed at
bakeries, and people removed
pants from balconies. Nancy
Nazal, who lives on the second
floor of a high-rise apartment
building overlooking the ocean,
was told to evacuate and had no
problem following orders.

"The truth is
scared," she said.

By Monday afternoon, Ike
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had moved just offshore, giving
more fuel to maintain its
strength over Cuba, said Felix
Garcia, a meteorologist at the
National Hurricane Center in

Miami.

By the evening, Tke had
sustained winds of neear 80
mph and was located just off
Cuba's coast,
about 35 miles south-southeast
of the provincial capital of

south-central

Cienfuegos. It was dumping
rainfall of 6 to 12 inches in
some places.

Cuban state television said
officials were protecting thou-
sands of tourists at vulnerable
seaside hotels, including about

10,000 foreigners at the
Varadero resort, east of
Havana.

A few street signs toppled
at the US.
Guantanamo Bay in southeast

naval base at

Cuba, and power went out tem-
porarily in some residential
areas, Navy Petty Officer 1st
Class Robert Lamb said. But no
injuries were reported, and the
military said hurricane-proof
cells protected about 255 men
suspected of links to the
Taliban and al-Qaida.
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Earn extra income*

H&R Block Income Tax Course starting soon.

HE&R Block, the leader in tax preparation services, is currantly
encouraging people who what to learn to prepare taxes and eam
extra income as a tax professional to enroll in the H&R Block
Income Tax Course. The course is designed with times and
locations convenient for busy people with jobs, schoaol and fam-
ily commitments. Upon successful completion you could eam
axira income as a tax professional.

HE&R Block has experienced instructors that use the most up-to-
date teaching materials. Students will leam to complete individual
and business returns for both federal and state relurns, as well
as the latest tax laws, through hands-on experience with actual
case studies.

If you would like more information about the H&R Block
Income Tax Course, call 803-876-4040

H&R BLOCK®

* Enrodlmient restrictions may apply. Enmliment in, or completion of the H&R Block Ingome
Tax, Corse ts nelther an odler por A puarasiee of ermgloymen, © UK &R ook Tax Servios,
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Thursday,
Friday
& Saturday

in yvour home today,
and tum it into

CASH tomomow!

Promises Mode, Pomises Celebraled
4607 Troup Hwy.
203-939-0603

Elliutt’s ewelers
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HOOD’S PORTABLE BUILDINGS

003-586-2747 1-877-434-4044
2640 Hwy 175 WEST » Jacksonville, TX
www. hoodsportablebuildings.com

Many Sizes to choose or Custom Build
Max-Rib Metal or ABTeo Hardboard
34" Plywood Floor
Financing Available
Serving East Texas for 30 Years

AWANA KICK-OFF PARTY
AT

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH BULLARD

(HEXT TO BULLARD HIGH ON OLD JACESONVILLE HIGHWAYY

WEDNESDAY, SEFTEMBER 3, &:30 P.M.
*  REGISTRATION
* BLOW UP SLIDE AND JUMP HOUSE
*  SNACK SUPPER
AWANA IS EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING BEGINNING
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

6:30 P.M. - 5:00 P.m.
AGE 1 - 4™ GRADE

FREE SUPPER FOR ALL AWANA CHILDREN BEGINMING AT 5:45 P.M,
EAcH WEDNESDAY

Call or email Alicia Rhodes for quesiions s (901) B25.2104 or

= i
dajaarhodeci houmail.com
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(203) 825-1m2

17789 FM 344W, Flint

[barbeppn Brockshing's & Emorald Bay)
Oifica Hours:

Mon. & Wod. « B:00 arm - 400 pm
Tues, & Thurs, - 7:30 am - 2:30 pm
« ol inpuramcn Ascaplod
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MEETING ALL YOUR ENERGY NEEDS

Glo-Flame

Open Mon. - Fri. 7-4:30 & Saturday 8 -12
1 1/2 miles south on Flint on FM 2493 - 903-894-7001

ETMC's
Breast Care Center
helps patients

ight

;= Mammolone breast blopsy
technology, a minimally invasive
wity to biopsy and remove small

t o lumoars

i+ sentinel lymph node biopsy,
Imvaluable in determining if
breast cancer has spread Into

i hymph nodes

i = Breast MRI for situations where

¢ highly detailed Imaging is

i necessary

- = Bone density testing

Cancer is a thief.

And among the precious things it
steals are wives, mothers, aunts,
sisters and daughtess.

That's why the ETMC Cancer
Institute created a comprehenshve
breast cancer program that
Inciudes a dedicated Breast Care
Center—so women can get all the
care they need, right here in

East Texas :
i . [“Ellqll miahile r|'|q|r|1|1’u1t:r..|ph:.,r_

The ETMC Breast Care Center laking breast cancer screening
offers advanced care in a to wormen with limited access to
private setting. state-of-the-art lechnology
« [Ngital mammography for :

the clearest, fastest scréeening ¢ In the fight against breast cancer,

avallable

: ETMC will stand with you.
« A fellowship-trained diagnostic :

radiologist for expert review of
mammograms, ultrasounds and
other diagnostic tests

« The R2 imageChecker computer-
alcheel system to assist in mlr]:.,r
detection of breast cancer

+ For information about the ETMC
Breast Care Center, pﬂ?ﬂ!ﬁ? el

: 903-596-3164. To schedule

- an appainiment, plagse call

© HealthFirst of 903-531-8890

. or 1-800-646-8141.

S ETMC

CANCER INSTITUTE
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One with East Texas




