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“He was cut straight to the
bone.”

Haugh said he believes the
district should pay.

Superintendent Jim Wright
disagreed.

“The law states that because a
motor vehicle was not involved,
the district is not legally responsi-
ble for the injuries,” Wright said.

Haugh contends this was not a
matter of “a child slipping in the
hall,” but one of negligence on the
part of the school and the district.

“The rebar was pulled up
before the ambulance pulled
away,” he said. “That shows me
they were concerned with liabili-
ty.”

Haugh said it was not a matter
of insurance - but a matter of prin-
ciple.

He said once his son was treat-
ed, he called both Wright and
Board President Michael Roy -
both of whom said they would look
into the matter.

Haugh said Wright promised
him - on first contact - he would
take the medical bills to the board
asking them to pay.

Wright said he spoke to an
attorney - who told him the district
should not pay.

“I’m certainly sorry for what
happened, but we have to abide by
the law,” Wright told Haugh at the
meeting.

Haugh said the photos at the
school were taken with a parent’s
Blackberry showing teacher
Nanette Woodall and Assistant
Superintendent Lynette Hughes

examining the rebar.
“I point blank asked for the

school to step up and pay for all of
the doctor’s bills because of the
neglect of the school to provide a
safe place for our children to play,”
Haugh said. “Mr. Wright asked if I
had purchased the optional insur-
ance, and when I said no, he told
me that the school would not be
responsible.”

Haugh also spoke with Roy
later that night, he said. 

“He said that he had heard
about it, but asked me to give him
the whole story,” Haugh said.
“After taking another call, Mr. Roy
called me back and said because I
did not buy the optional insurance;
the school was not going to be
helping pay for anything.”

Haugh contends the school
was negligent for having the rebar
in place and said he spoke with a
merchandiser for Baseball
Express.com.  

“He has been a supplier for the
12 years for Champro, the leading
maker of the tie-down base system.
They use metal stakes to tie the
base down -- similar to the ones
used to help tie a tent down --

which can be easily removed,
unlike the rebar set in concrete and
then buried in the ground.  He said
that that system hasn’t been us in
years,” Haugh said. “I thought I
was sending my kids to a small
town school with small town val-
ues, and where the teachers have
been great, the administration has
chosen the wrong path to take on
this situation. 

“I will not be going away on
this matter.”

After Haugh spoke, Roy made
the announcement that - as of June
this year - Wright is retiring as
superintendent.

“We know you have to retire
someday,” Roy said. “We just did-
n’t want it to be now.”

Wright said his time spent in
Bullard has been some of his most
rewarding.

“This is a great community
and a great district, and I’m proud
to be a part of it,” he said. “It’s been
a pleasure to work with all the past
and current trustees.

“It’s one of the toughest deci-
sions I’ve had to make.”

For more on Wright’s retire-
ment, read next week’s edition of

Congratulations to The Brook Hill School Upper School Mixed Choir, direct-
ed by Patti Eden, who competed in the TAPPS District Vocal Concert and
Sight-Reading Contest on the campus of Grace Community School on Feb. 26.
The choir, consisting of ninth through twelfth grade students, performed in the
large ensemble category and received Superior ratings from all three of the
judges. Some comments from the judges were “Good stage presence,” “Very
nice tone, balance, and blend,” “Beautiful phrasing throughout.” The choir
will now advance to the state vocal competition in Belton in April. Students
participating were  Marcus Bennett, Timmy Bennett, Sarah Blair, Lindsey
Bowen, David Brown, Gordon Chang, Haylie Cozart, Chris Dawson, Hollyne
Dublin, Erica Eden, Christine Feng, Sallie  Gill, Jesse Harris, Heather
Henrichson, Carley Howard, Andre Huang-Hsieh, Landry Humphries,
Madison Humphries, Tessa Hutchison, Jonathan Jones, Hong Soon Kim,
Ashley McClelland, Stacey Moore, Michelle Nie, Yasu Ohmukai, Kip Picarella,
DA Rubin, Austin Sperry, Steven Stanley, Preston Swink, Kyle Tabler, Angie
Tarango and David Wangner.
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