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away to any small gardener,"
Barker said. "But it's strictly
on a first come, first served
basis.

ANRA calls the program
soil therapy, and according to
the organization the benefits
are many.

"It is the practice of using
soil therapy compost soil
amendments and conditioners
to revive and rebuild soil in
which to grow beautiful flow-
ers, lush lawns, luxuriant
shrubs, and healthy vegeta-
bles," said director Kenneth
Reneau.  "It is specially
blended bio-solid compost
that has been cured to meet
the highest quality standards."

Reneau said STC has
been through a series of
processes at the Jacksonville
plant, including a naturally
occurring treatment process
for pathogen reduction, a
screening process to meet size
requirements, and a curing
process to further ensure a
high quality stable compost. 

STC products supply a
wide variety of vital nutrients
in a slow release formula.
Their products also contain
beneficial microbes that per-
form numerous functions in
the root structure of plants
and within the soil itself. In
addition, STC significantly

increases the organic content
in any soil structure, acting as
a soil amendment or condi-
tioner. 

STC is a mixture of treat-
ed bio-solids and wood mate-
rial such as wood chips, limbs
and yard trimmings. 

STC bio-solids come
from the wastewater treat-
ment processes of a coalition
of member cities - like
Bullard -- with a strong desire
to protect the environment. 

Wood materials needed
for the compost process are
collected throughout a three-
county area from a number of
sources. 

The combination of
wastewater bio-solids and
wood waste materials creates
STC, an organic product that
completes the recycling
process.

STC is produced at its
Neches Compost Facility,
located in Jacksonville. 

The Neches Compost
Facility was created as a
result of a need for alternative
methods of disposal for bio-
solids. 

The Neches Compost
Facility was built in 1998,

with a significant expansion
completed in 2004. 

ANRA is a government
agency created by the state
legislature under the state
constitution. 

It is recognized as an
independent governmental
agency authorized to con-
struct, maintain, and operate
any and all works necessary
for the purpose of controlling,
storing, and preserving water
resources in the 17 county
jurisdiction in the Neches
River Basin. 

It is governed by a nine

member board of directors
appointed by the governor to
six-year terms. 

The major functions of
the authority are water quality
management, water resource
development, and conserva-
tion of water resources.  

The authority administers
several water quality related
environmental programs
including the Upper Neches
basin surface water quality
monitoring programs, permit
compliance monitoring pro-
grams, industrial pre-treat-
ment program, and a
water/wastewater sample col-
lection and testing program.

For more information on
obtaining the fertilizer, call
Bullard City Hall at 903-894-
7223.
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Reagan Kelly of Bullard
sold a Reserve Grand
Champion Hampshire Hog
for $51,000 at the National
Western Stock Show's
Auction of Junior Livestock
Champions on Jan. 25 in
Denver, Col. 

Ninety-five animals,
steers, lambs, hogs, and
goats, sold for approximate-
ly $601,459 at the 2008
auction. 

Ten percent of each
winning bid will be con-

tributed to the National
Western Scholarship Trust
that supports 74 agribusi-
ness and rural medical
scholarships at universities
and community colleges
throughout Colorado and
Wyoming. 

This year the contribu-
tion totaled approximately
$60,145.

More than 920 animals
from 24 states competed in
the national junior competi-
tion. 
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