NEWS

Files

Continued from Page 1

Adams-Wilks remembers
when people said Bullard was a
great place to be from but not to
be in. She disagrees with anyone
who would say it today.

The growth and Bullard’s
future are the reasons she said she
filed for a city council seat back
in 2006.

There are three at-large seats
up in this election. Those current-
ly filled by Lindsey Bradley,
Stacey Thompson and Adams-
Wilks - all of whom have filed to
run again.

Adams-Wilks said that while
she had entertained the notion of
council service, she never put
serious thought into it until she
began to be inundated with peo-
ple asking her to serve two years
ago.

“I came to work one morn-
ing and the woman who keeps
my daughter said she thought 1
ought to do it,” Adams-Wilks
said. “Then my staff came in and
said the same thing.

“They read about the open
seats in the newspaper and
thought this would be a good fit
for me.”

Still, she wasn’t completely
convinced until she talked to her
husband and prayed about it.

It wasn’t a decision, she said,
she took lightly.

“I’ve always felt the desire
to serve,” she said. “But I know
the city council is a big commit-
ment one I wouldn’t feel comfort-
able about seeking unless I could
give it the attention the citizens of
Bullard deserve.

“I have a great staff I can
depend on, and that frees up a lot
of my time.”

Adams-Wilks knows this is
both and exciting and important
time in the city’s future.

“The growth is so exciting,’
she said. “It’s great to watch, and
I’ve enjoyed being instrumental
in healthy growth while still
being responsive to our citizens.”

This, she said, is the true
essence of city government.

“We have a duty and a
responsibility to make long-range
decisions to benefit our con-
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stituents - both present and
future, and maintain Bullard’s
reputation for professionalism
and good decision making,” she
said.

When she came into it, she
wanted to be instrumental in
planning for future needs as the
city continues to change.

She took some of her cues,
she said, from the current council,
but has also been able to find her
niche.

“These are very dedicated
people 1 work with,” she said.
“And I want to continue that: the
dedication and the hard work to
keep and expand on the qualities
that are bringing people to our
town.”

Having been hands-on in the
budgeting process this fiscal year,
she’s aware of the challenges that
already exist and lie ahead for the
city.

“More housing develop-
ments and the growth explosion
mean the city’s already overbur-
dened infrastructure updates are
crucial,” Adams-Wilks said.

“I’'m proud to have been part
of the council that was able to
finance our elevated water stor-
age tank, be on the brink of pro-
viding top-notch water service to
our citizens and deal with the
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overburdened sewer system.

She said being a Bullard
business owner gives her a
unique perspective.

“I come in contact with so
many citizens every day,” she
said. “I know their concerns, and
I know what it takes to run a suc-
cessful business. I think both
those areas of knowledge can aid
the city’s future.”

She also, fellow council
members said, has the ability to
make tough decisions. She is,
they said, able to look at a given
issue - weigh the pros and cons -
and vote accordingly.

She said she feels a close
connection to her community, but
then she knew Bullard way
before it became the hot spot on
the East Texas map.

Adams-Wilks grew up here
and attended Bullard schools
from kindergarten to graduation.

“I remember what Bullard
was like,” she said. “It’s almost
hard to imagine how far we’ve
come in such a short time. I’ve
seen it explode.”

Adams-Wilks took over the
local Farmer’s Insurance branch
from her father, who, she said,
felt re-called to ministry. She is
the daughter of Bill and Joan
Adams.
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Still the bottom line for her is
home.

“This is an incredible town
with incredible people -- many of
whom I call friends,” she said. “I
have a big heart and an incredible
desire to give back to the citizens
and the city that has given so
much to me.s

Adams-Wilks is married to
husband Elza.

She has two older daughters,
Jennifer and Natalie, and she and
Elza have a toddler Kyleigh.

She said she’s called Bullard
home all but seven years of her
life.

She’s been a chamber of
commerce member since the
group’s inception - spending last
year spearheading the city’s
annual Red, White and Blue fes-
tival.

She’s also a member of the
Tyler Area Builders Association
and the Better Business Bureau.

She and her family are mem-
bers of Calvary Baptist Church in
Tyler.
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The research culminated in a
two-day Model United Nations
meeting on Feb. 4-5 at the Cowan
Center on the campus of UT-Tyler
in which students served as dele-
gates from a chosen nation.

Debates, voting blocs, resolu-
tion writing, student products,
decision making, collaborating,
problem solving, and persuasive,
impromptu, and formal speaking

ail. il
all played a significant role in the
success of each delegate and in the
Model UN itself.

This year BHS students
served as pages and observed the
meetings of the security council
committees and general assembly.

Participating students were
Macey Brown, Ranee Fredericks,
James Johnson, Cale Pinion,
Laura Rudlof, Wichya Russell,
Kaitlin Timmins, Suzanne Warden
and Judson Watkins.

Early voting Feb 19 through Feb 29
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