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But the biggest change stu-
dents will face is online TAKS
testing.

�Online testing is coming,�
Case said. She just returned
from a workshop in Austin, and
they said that by 2010 all TAKS
testing will be online.

As it stands now, some of
the testing already happens that
way.

Franks said that the
school�s English 1 and 2 are
tested online and English 3 is
optional.

�The TEA (The Texas
Education Agency) is having us
phase this in,� Case said. In
2009, grades four, six, seven,
nine and ten will still have an
option.�

The reasoning, Franks said,
is that these grades are not ones
where the TAKS must be passed
in order to promote.

To assuage both parents
and students, Case said, there
will still be paper and pencil
backup.

But she said the students�
fears don�t necessarily need to
be allayed.

�The students love it,� she
said. �It�s user friendly; it
guides you through the process
easily and research shows that
scores actually improve if the
student is computer proficient.�

Which brought one parent
to ask that very question.

Franks addressed that by

talking about the district�s
change in curriculum to, he
said, make sure the students
have that foundation.

�All eighth grade students
are required to take a technolo-
gy applications class with an
end of course exam to measure
proficiency,� he said. 

One parent said her child
wanted to take the course when
she was in eighth grade but
couldn�t because of scheduling
conflicts and extracurricular
activities.

Case said that, too, had
been addressed.

�We�ve changed the sched-
uling so all students are getting
it,� she said.

The district - in fact - has a
written plan beginning from
pre-kindergarten through mid-
dle school to introduce and
increase computer proficiency.

Case said the advantage to
online testing is quicker results.

�When we get the results
faster, we�re able to see where
improvement is needed or
where students will need to
retest,� she said. �This will help
all of us.�

Another challenge, brought
up by a parent, was the number
of computers.

�That too, is something
we�re working on, but it�s
doable,� Case said. �We�re
going to run into some glitches,
but we�ll all work through
them.�

She reiterated, however,
that parents needed to help as

well.
�So much emphasis is put

on testing, and it can be stressful
- for the parents, for the students
and for the teachers,� Case said.
�We want to keep the stress
level as low as possible.

�Test anxiety is very real.�
Case suggested that stu-

dents and parents especially use
online resources to know dates
and break it down to reduce the
fear.

�TEA has a great web-site
that helps with dates,� she said.

Case also suggested simple
things, like drinking water.

�Water is effective at reduc-
ing anxiety, and we�ve seen
research that scores improve
just because of hydration,� she
said.

But nothing, she said, beats
parental involvement.

�All of us - students, par-
ents and teachers - have to be
computer proficient to make
this work.�

For more information on
TEA go to www.tea.state.tx.us.

The next roundtable meet-
ing will be held at 8 a.m. Feb.
14 at Bullard High School. 

All parents are encouraged
to attend. For more information,
call Scott Franks at 903-894-
9272.
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AACTSCTS OFOF SERSERVICEVICE

On Dec. 4, about 30 families and almost 80 kids enjoyed the first-ever Brook Hill
Christmas carnival.  In conjunction with a local service group, Brook Hill students
created and set up over 20 game booths, constructed a 570 square-foot maze, devel-
oped a Christmas story skit (complete with Nativity scene) and bought Christmas
gifts for each of the visiting children. This event was in conjunction with the �4 as 1�
project shared by All Saints, T K Gorman and Grace.  All feedback has indicated that
all participants had a wonderful time and the families greatly appreciated Brook
Hill�s efforts to host such an event. Front row, from left: Suzanne NeJame, local child,
Mary Schuler and Allison Bell and back row, from left: Katherine Townley, Bridgette
Aarant take time to pose for a picture.
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to the teachers to the parapro-
fessionals,� he said. �Our
schools and the district work as
a team, and this is clearly a
team effort paying off.� 

And while early indications
from the just-released
Academic Education Indicator
System show a slight drop in
the science category, Assistant
Superintendent Lynette Hughes

feels it�s only momentary.
�This year we�ve devel-

oped more success strategies in
all aspects of our curriculum, so
we hope to see these numbers
and hopefully these honors
increase.�

Wright agreed.
�This is a great honor for

our students and teachers,� he
said. �Our teachers really care
about the kids here and do a
great job.�  

This is the fourth time
�Texas Monthly� has published
a list of the top public schools in
the state, and the second con-
secutive year that the higher
performing schools are ranked
according to the number of sub-
jects in which they excel. 

Fore more information on
actions at Bullard�s school
board meeting, read the Dec. 19
edition of the Bullard Banner
News.

The Bullard ISD Bands will hold their annual annual Christmas Concerts. The Middle School
bands will perform at 7 p.m. Tuesday Dec. 18 at in the Middle School Cafetorium.  Refreshments
will follow the concert. The High School Concert Band and the Jazz Band will perform at 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 20 in the Bullard High School gymnasium. Prior to each concert, the Bullard
Band Boosters will hold a Silent Auction.  A wide array of items will be offered for auction.
Proceeds from the auction help support the activities of all the Bullard ISD bands.
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