
The Troup Boxing
Association will hold its annual
Byron Payton Memorial Fight
Night at 7 p.m. Saturday

Featuring competitors
ranging in age from 8 to 33
years old, and boxers from
Troup, Tyler, Longview,
Sulphur Springs, Kilgor, Dallas
and Louisiana, the event prom-
ises a good night of amateur
boxing, according to Sherry
Villa, president of the boxing
association.

Held in the Byron Payton
Gym in Troup, the event
includes boxing in all weight
classes, starting at 50 pounds
through super heavyweight,
novice and open.

Admission is $7 for adults,
$5 for children 12 and under,
and free to children three and

under.
The boxing association has

been holding the event since
1985, and it honors Byron
Payton of Troup, who died
aboard an international flight to

Poland in 1980. 
The 16-year-old was the

only Texas boxer aboard the
flight and was headed to the
Olympics that year.

6 - Bullard Banner News - December 12, 2007                                           SPORTS

Lady JV sweeps tourney
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Guard falls short at �Classic�

Troup Boxing Association to hold annual
Byron Payton Memorial on Saturday
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The junior varsity Lady
Panthers ruled the Spring Hill
Tournament recently.

The girls started by defeat-
ing Texas High 28-6.

Ashlee Shidler led the girls
to victory by scoring 16 points.
Emmy Long followed with 4;
Heather Camp, 3; Emily
Philpott, 3 and Ashley Davis, 2.

The following day the
ladies played in a closely
matched game against
Hallsville ending the game with
a score of 37-30. 

Shidler led the girls once
again with 16 points. Davis fol-
lowed with 8; Camp, 8; Ashley
Phillips, 3 and Michelle
Stephenson, 2.

The final day of the tourna-
ment the ladies squeaked

passed Spring Hill to win 29-
25. 

Stephenson led the ladies
with 13 points. Shidler fol-
lowed with 11; Long, 2 and
Philpott, 1.

The tournament primed the
ladies as the returned home to
defeat Fairfield 57-38.

Scorers were Ashlee
Shidler, 18; Michelle
Stephenson, 12; Ashley Davis,
8; Emmy Long, 6; Emily
Philpott, 5; Heather Camp, 5;
Ashley Phillips, 2 and Angel
Hardy 1. 

�The girls started out very
slow but midway through the
first quarter picked up with out-
standing hustle and determina-
tion,� Coach Nanci Dixon said.
�I am very proud of the girls
and their efforts.� 

The win over Fairfield
brings the teams record to 10-1.

Boys bring home honors
Bullard varsity Panthers

brought home the championship
from the Wills Point
Tournament. 

The Panthers defeated
Trinity Christian Academy of
Addison 60-55. 

�This was a very physical,
hard fought game,� said Coach
Ryan Tomlin. �This was a total
team effort.�

Lance Anding led all scor-
ers with 22; Austin Camp, 12
and Charlie Moore, 8. 

The Panthers then defeated
Kaufman, Wills Point and
Rockwall Heath on their path to
the championship. 

Lance Anding and Daniel
Howard received Most Valuable
Player awards for the tourna-
ment.

The win brings the team�s
record to 10-2.
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Coaches and parents join in support of Amber Braaten as she commits to play tennis for Palm
Beach Atlantic University in West Palm Beach, Fla. Front row, from left, are: Karen Braaten,
Amber and Mark Braaten. Back row, from left, are Coaches Guillaume Gauthier and Greg Gay.
�I�m excited to play on a college level and pursue my career in English.� Braaten said. Braaten
has been playing tennis for five years and the past three she has been awarded by Bullard as
Most Valuable Player.
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Spencer Denmon claims two points for the Guard in the Brook Hill Classic Tournament
held recently. The Guard faced Lutheran first and were defeated in an upset of 56-57. The
Guard went on to play Canyon Creek and were defeated 63-50. The boys will travel to play
All Saints next on Thursday with junior varsity beginning at 5 p.m. 


